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Child Development
Theresa Harris

Introduction
History and Purpose
of Service Site
My service hours were
spent at the Nellis Air Force
Base Child Care Center. The
history and purpose of this
site is to provide a safe
learning environment for
developing children of
military families. They vary
from ages of one month to
five years old. This center’s
purpose is to make sure
these children learn the
basic skills they will need
while growing up.

Social Issue Research

Social Issue Addressed
Based on my interviews, research, and service, I have found that
this site is fulfilling its purpose. Most of the children appear to be
on track with skills like commination skills, manners, shapes, colors,
motor skills, counting, listening skills, identifying body parts, using
the restroom, recognizing their own name, hygiene, and
appropriate behavior.
I think that the community service paradigm my site best fits is
social change because this site is working to ingrain these children
with the social skills they will need in society. Without it, they
would be lost and unaware of what is and what is not acceptable.
This quote from Keith Morton’s The Irony of Service explains it
perfectly, “Practice – education or action – emerge over time out of
the relationships or most current understanding of root causes.”
(Morton) Meaning that everything these children are learning at
this site are gradually being taught to them over the years they
reside there.
The issue my social site was also addressing was that children
receive the best quality of child care they can receive. The quality of
childcare comes into play with what and how much they are
learning. Children need contact with well abled adults in order to
enrich their development. They need these interactions in order to
form their communication skills. If they are not interacting with
adults, they would never learn to speak correctly. Multiple
psychologist and teachers have found that care given from adults
other than a child’s parent modifies their mental and
communication skills with evidence from experiments and studies.
The Infant Health and Development Project (Duncan) provided
significant proof that high-level child care enriches these skills. It
was later found that quality child care causes children to become
adults that have an advanced IQ, better learning skills, better future
employee skills, and less of a chance of them becoming a criminal.
Other research has shown that child care centers are more likely to
have better education, better toys, and knowledgeable staff that
can also affect the quality of a child’s development. (Johansen,
Leibowitz and Waite) Home care does not have all of these
important factors.
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Service Learning
Experiences & Making
a Difference
Personal/Professional
Learning
During my service hours, I served my
community by helping to shape young
minds. I helped take care of these
children and helped them to learn new
things along the way. The repetition of
volunteering on this site has shown me
that this is what I can really see myself
doing in the future. It has shown me how
much I like working with children and
how I am able to make a difference in
their lives as well as my own. I looked
forward to going in each time because
the experience was never boring and
there were always things to do
The site has made quite a few changes in
the way I view certain things. It’s made a
difference in the way I view service
learning because the experience was so
enjoyable. The way we talked about it
before we actually got involved in our
own sites it made me a little nervous
about what I was going to do and how
things would end up but I’m glad it was a
good experience.
It made me think about child
development and how important it is in
our society. Children need basic skills in
order in function in society and I never
really thought about how crucial it was
for them.

